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twelve hundred of the aged and useless 
pieces, sent six thousand chosen youth to Nero, and 
sold thirty thousand four hundred of the multitude. 

The Romans next took Gamala, a city placed ona 
rocky isthmus. ‘he victorious army suffered loss¢ but 
in their Jast attack a violent storm favored the flight of 
their darts ; and both obstructed the effect of the wea- 
pons used by the besieged, and made a precipice from 
which they defended themselves, a station not to be 
maintained. Four thousand were slain by the Ro. 
mans; and above five thousand, including women and 
children, were destroyed by precipitating themselves 
from thé heights into a very deep valley : and many of 
the unarmed inhabitants had before perished by fam- 
me. 

The conquest of Galilee was completed by the sur- 
render of a stroug hold on mount Itabyrias, and of the 
city Gischala. 


The Jews, elated by their former slight success 
during the retreat of the Romans from Jerusalem, twice 
»ave them battle near Ascalon, and were defeated | 
with the loss of ten thousand men in the first engage 
ment, and of eight thousand in the second, And soon 
after this, Vespasian arived in Galilee, sent by Nero to 
conduct the Jewish war. 

The Romans had now garrisoned the strong city 
of Sepphoris, and Josephus was unable to repossess 
himself of it either by art or force: but he so irritated 
the Romans, and Plaucidus their commander, by his 
attempts, that they wasted and plundered the country. 
tilled such as were able to bear arms, and enslaved 
cuch as were not: so thatall Galilee wasa scene of 
conflagration and carnage, and experienced every kind 
of calamity ; nor was there any place of refuge but the 
cities which Josephus had fortified. 

On Vespasian’s arrival he took the city Gadara at 
the first assault, put all the adults to the sword without 
pity for the extremest age, and set fire to the city and 
to the neighbouring towns and villages. 

The Roman general then invested Jotapa, com- 
manded by Josephus himself. There was a great 
slanghter of the besiegers and besieged. The city was 
taken after a most obstinate defence: the captives 
were one thousand two hundred: and the slain in the 
taking of the city and in former conflicts, amounted to 
forty thonsand. 


many. ‘* But in each city (umult and intestine war 
arose; aud such as breathed from the attacks of the 
Romans turned their force against each other. A se- 
vere contest subsisted between those who loved war, 
and those who aimed at peace. Discord first appear- 
ed in families which were before alienated : afterwards 
divisions spread between nations that had been the 


multitudes were drawn up in array against each other. 
Insurrection prevailed every where; and the faction 
prone to innovation and arms, overcame by their Juve- 
nile ardor and daringness, those who exceeded them 
jin years and wisdom. At the beginning each inhabi- 
; tant was intent on plunder; then bodies were formed, 

While this siege was carrying on, Japha, another city |and the province was ravaged: so that in cruel and 
of ree e, was taken by Titus, fifteen thousand Jews lawless practices the very countrymen of theJews differ- 
perishes 


|, and more than two thousand were made | ed not from the Romans; nay, submission to an ene- 
prisoners. 
} ors 


my seemed much lighter to the sufferers.”’ 


Sor ie f h @ y . } a s 
7” . ali . Jews, who escaped destraction by ihe; When the leaders of these robbers bad satiated 
yrians,rebuilt the city of Joppa which Cestius had laid | themselves with wasting the country, they went in a 
| “ . : es" = ’ ’ 


eae ri mare ee os = theme the | body to Jerusalem, and thus contributed much to the 
engeance < -spas : av wis 4 ° . nh: ° 
al - bl ty ah SSO GAN wa tients the | sedition and famine which added such extraordivary 
iserable Je c s 
rable Jews betoee thomecives to thelr chips, Bat _horrors tothe siege of that city. These robbers seon 


a violent storm arose, dashed the vessels against each: | ‘ 
. © “~“| began open outrages, seized and put to death some 


other, and acai ‘ks st: ei ; y ; 

ny “s - te regs ~~ <i : and over-| chiefs of royal descent, elected high priests at their own 
ge } as cent t s - ‘ q i i % 3 4 
Pk snpe a oo ae n rs ay eae pies | will, and struck the people with the deepest dismay. 

se 4 re $ ) 4 8, j at ‘ r . 

seat = - 7 RO OER Rn ee ere Se | They called themselves Zealots, as if they had a zeal 
brok “inks nO WAVER MONT Wee, cremen Sy the ‘for the best instead of the worst purposes. Ananus, a 
os ‘a . ips, and such as reached the shore were kil-} very wise and venerable man among the chief priests, 
my POP merciton Romans. The sea was for a | headed the people against these ; a sharp conflict en- 
ong space Ciscolored with blood, four thousand two! sued; the temple was the scene of action, as the Zea 
hundr ad hodi : i s ; . Zea- 
ed dead Nodies strewed the coast, and not a | lots, by the instigation of Eleazar had possessed them- 


messenger remained to report this gre a i | ‘ . ; 
Jerusaie port this great calamity at! selves of it; and Ananus recovered its porticos, and 
Jerusalem, 


a 0 exactly was part of our Lord’s pro _placed guards inthem. John, who had escaped from 
hecv fi d w4 ‘ . So ? Pp 

_ Aegan, that there shonid be distress (of aa- the siege of Gischala that he might become God's 
lions with perplexity the sea and the waves roaring. %j < 


After this Tiber; 2 scourge to Jerusalem, was sent ambassador to the Zea- 
by is Tiberias surrendered to Titus, and Was lots, but betrayed his trust; and, by intimating to 
spared in gratification of king Agrippa. But the in- ‘them the necessity of foreign assistance, was the cause 
habitants of Tarichea gave Titus battle, and were of their leaguing themselves with the Idumeans. A- 
defeated with much slaughter. Their city was distract- | .,inst these Ananus shut the eates of Jerusalem: so 
ed by intestine divisions and fumulis, and was easily | that the city had enemies beth within and qlibeut. 
‘formed by the Roman general with the destruction of | The exclusion of the Idumeans caused them much 


manr. 
odgg ee 
, distress. 
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“For during the night a very heavy 
Great numbers who escaped to the lake of Genesa- et Guring fhe; nigni.s very Roary storm 


reth, on the shore of which their city was built perished | 


inasea fight with the Romans: and, together with,“ , 
those who fell in the city, six thousand five hundred 24 dreadful thunderings, and with wonderful roarings 


Jews were destroyed. of earthquakes. it seemed as if the system of the world 
y q 


burst on them, and violent winds arose accompanied 
ith the most excessive rains, with constant lightnings 


Nor did the calamities of this city end bere. For} had been confounded for the destruction of mankind : 
Vespasian inhumanly and perfidiously. commaaded/and one might well conjecture that these were signs 





to be cut to)! 


The Roman general then reduced the Syrian cities | 
of Jamnia and Azotus, and accepted the submission of | 


most friendly: each went over to his own party ; and | 


of no mean events.”» Phenomena of this kind may Le 
placed among what, in St. Luke, our Lord calls fear- 
ful sights and greal signs from heaven. 

However, during the night the Idumeans made an 
irruption into the city; as Ananus’ army was remiss in 
guarding every post, and thus suffered the Zealots to 
open one of the gates. The Idumeans indulged the 
cruelty of their nature, and spared none; so that the 
day saw eight thousand five hundred dead bodies.— 
Not eatisfied with this, they plundered every house, 
and killed all they met, in the course of a diligent 
search for the chief priests Ananus and Jesus: whom 
at length they not only destroyed, but insulted their 
dead bodies, and cast them forth unburied ; a singular 
Afterwards the Zea- 
lots and Idumeans attacked and slaughtered the peo- 
ple, as unfeelingly as if they had been a herd of the 
vilest beasts. The nobles they imprisoned in hopes of 
attaching them to their party; scourged and tortured 
them on their refusal; and at last vouchsafed to be- 
stow death on them asa favor. Nor did any one dare 
to shed a tear or utter a groan openly ; through appre- 
hension of a like fate. ‘Twelve thousand nobles per- 
ished in this wretched manner. 

The outrages which were committed gave such of- 
fence even to the Idumeans, that they left Jerusalem : 
upon which, as if all restraint had been removed, the 
Zealots perpetrated every act of injustice without dis- 
tinction or deliberation ; raging against the nobles 
through envy, and against the brave through fear.— 
Pretences indeed were found to destroy every class of 
the people; death was the penalty of the heaviest and 
lightest accusations; and none escaped, but through 
obscurity of birth, or extreme poverty. 

Those who attempted to fly from these cruelties 
were intercepted: and such numbers of them were 
slain that their carcasses lay in heaps on all the pub- 
lic roads: nor were they allowed the rites of burial, as 
if the Zealots had confederated together to annul the 
laws of naiure, as well as of their own country: all 
commisseration was extinguished; human authority 
was trodden under foot; and every thing sacred was 
held in derision. 

John, who had as much ambition as activity and art, 
and therefore arrogated regal power, raised against 
himself a strong faction: the parties watched each 
other as enemies, and strove which should collect the 
greater share of plunder from the people: so that the 
city was overwhelmed by three of the greatest calami- 
ties, war, tyranny and insurrection, 


act of impiety among the Jews. 


The Jewish garrison at Masada began with overrun- 
ning the adjacent country for subsistence ; but from 
the disturbances of the times they became more daring. 
They made an excursion into Engaddi, the inhabitants 
of which fled for the most part ; but above seven hund- 
red women and children were destroyed: all the 
neighboring towns were pillaged by them, the whole 
country @vas wasted, and not a few were butchered 
every day. 

In other parts of Judea bands of robbers put them- 
selves in motion, who had for some time remained qui- 
et. These plundered the adjoining towns, and retir- 
ed into the desert. United to each other by an oath 
they attacked places of worship and cities, in bodies 











‘ess than armies, and larger than pillaging companies, 
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They spread every where all the evils of war; and 
there was no part of Judea which was not in a manner 
destroyed with itschief city. Sothat, says our author, 


| DUELLING, 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


| inherit the kingdom of God?’ Thus they answer the 
| matter. They have now faithfully warned the wick- 
The subjoined anecdote of LAFAYETTE contained in| eq and cleared the skirts of their garments of the blood 





Vespasian had the appearance of marching to besiege | 4 letter from New-Orleans, adds another to his many of immortal souls. But if their garments were ever 


Jerusalem, but in truth he was about to relieve it from 
a siege. 
The rich and powerful! titizens of Gadara, delivered 


claims to our esteem and veneration. It is to be la- 
mented, that all men, who posses influence, do not 





| stained, they are, after all, stained still; or if it ever 
| was their duty to warn people against Universal Sal- 
employ it as beneficially as the General has done, in | 


vation, they have been as faithless as they have un- 


up their city to the Roman commander: but those of | the present case. If they did, the number of duels | successful. Because they attempted to answer a mat- 


a different party slew the chief promoter of this meas- 
ure, and fled on the approach of the Romans. Placi- 
dus pursued them to the walled town of Bethennabris ; 
and defeated them in battle before that fortress, which 
he took, plundered and burnt. The multitude perish- 
ed; but the chief men fled towards Jericho, their last 
place of refuge. Placidus pursued them, and contin- 
ually cut off some till he came tothe river Jordan ; 
which was so swelled with rains as to prevent the pas- 
sage of the Jews, and compel them to give battle.— 
Ten thousand five hundred of the Jews fell; and an 
immense number was driven into the river; insomuch 
that it was obstructed by dead bodies, and filled with 
them the lake Asphaltis into which it flows. 

Afterwards Placidus pushed his good fortune, took 
Abila, Julias and Besimoth, furnished vessels for his 
soldiers to destroy such as had escaped to the Asphal- 
tic jake, and subdued al! Perea, as far as Macherus. 

In the spring of the next year Vespasian marched 
from Cesarea to Antipatris ; and, when he nad com- 
posed every thing there, in his progress laid waste and 
burnt the adjacent cities. In Idum 1 he spread fire 
through whole toparchies, and in t cities killed a- 
bove ten thousand, and made more than a thousand 
prisoners. At length he joined Trajan at Jerico: 
whence he sent Annius to Gerasa, who easily took the 
place, destroyed a thousand youths, made many cap- 
fives, and enriched his soldiers with plunder. Then 
he proceeded to the next towns. ‘The strong fled, the 
weak perished, every thing which was left behind was 
burot, and the war was so divided between the moun- 
tainoits and the plain country that the retreat of all in 
Jerusalem was intercepted: the Zealots guarded such 
as aimed at defection; and the army, which every 
way surrounded the city, restrained such as were not 
yet friendly to the Romans. 

However, Vespasian determined on a return to Ce- 
sarea; and, as he was preparing an expedition to Je- 
rusalem with all his forces, an account of Nero’s death 
reached bim. Upon this he sent Titus to salute the 


new emperor, and to receive his orders respecting Ju- | 


| would be much diminished : 


** If any thing can serve to bind us more closely to 
Lafayette, than what has already transpired during bis 
eventful life, it will be the recollection of an act of 
disinterested kindness which his visit to this place has 
afforded. I will relate it. A time was appointed for 
all the military officers in the city to call upon the 
General. They assembled at the Exchange, and start- 
ed from thence to the General’s quarters; but unhap- 
pily, in consequence of some misuuderstanding upon 
certain points of military etiquette, the officers of the 
Legion moved off without the remaining brigade offi- 
cers; this led to reproaches, insults, and challenges.— 
Lafayette heard of it, and with truly paternal concern 
i for his * children,’ immediately summoned all the offi- 
cers of the brigade to his quarters, and there after hav- 
ing addressed them affectionately for hali an hour, 
made them all embrace each other, renounce all ani- 
mosity, and seal their declaration in a glass of wine. 
This is an act of magnanimity, which ought to be re- 
corded in letters of gold! but, to those who witnessed 
it, on their minds it is stamped indelibly. Three du- 
els have been arrested—at 4 o’clock of that day one 
was to have been fought, and it was only at half past 
three that the disputants were compelled to lay down 
their swords.”’ 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


ON THE RIGHT WAY TO ANSWER 
A MATTER, 
‘“\He thal answereth a malter before he heareth it, it is 
folly and shame unto him.” 


That it is folly and shame unto a man to answer a 
matter before he heareth it is so manifestly true, very 
few observations need be made to shew the correctness 
of the proverb above quoted, 

Let the reader imagine how very foolish any one 
must appear in attempting to answer that he knows 
Suppose a man should unexpectedly 





| nothing about. 


dea; and, as the affairs of the whole empire were in| receive a letter from some friend, and should sit down 
this fluctuating state, the Jewish war was neglected. |to answer it while it remained sealed, before he had 
At this time there were “ wars, rumors of wars and | the least knowledge of its contents, with what success 


commotions” throughout the Roman empire. 
emperors, Nero, Galba, Otho and Vitellius, suffered a | 
violent death within the course of eighteen months: 
and, as Orosius expresses it, when that short but dark 
storm was dispelled, tranquility was restored to the 
Romans under Veepasian. 

(To be Continued.) 





(<" We learn that our highly esteemed brother Ste- 
phen R. Smith, of New Hardford, (N. Y.) is about to 
remove to Philadelphia to take the pastoral charge of 
the Second Universalist Church and Society in that 
place. May the Lord prosper him, and give success 
to his ministry.—-Evangel. Restorationist. 


Ocy-Brother Sepasrian STREETER, will preach at 


Atkinson, (N. H.) on the fourth Sabbath of the pre- 
sent month, 








A SERMON ON THE RESURRECTION, 


Q<rJUST received at this Office, for Sale, A SER- 
MON, from 1 Cor, xv. 37, 38, ‘* And that which thou 
sowest thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare 


gram, wu may chance of wheat or some other grain: but | 


God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and (o every 


seed his own body.” By Rey.Joun Brooks. Price 10 
reuts single. , 


Four | would he be likely to meet? 


may be a long and happy one. 
arrives at its destination, it finds a family arrayed in 


death, of a valuable member thereof. 


answered a matter before he heard it. Singular how- 
ever as this conduct appears, we find something very 
much like it in the opposition to the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Salvation. Its opposers represent it as a most 
unreasonable, unscriptural doctrine, and profess to 
wonder that men of good sense everembraced it. To 
suppose that sinners will not be punished, but go right 
into heaven just as they are on earth, is a doctrine 
they say, which sets the Bible and common sense at 
defiance. And they are so well convinced it is false 
and dangerous to the eternal interest of mankind that 
they oppose it with great. zeal. They endeavor to 
shew that sinners will be punished; ‘tribulation and 
anguish upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the 
Jew first and also of the Gentile.» And they could 





satisfy themselves that sinners cannot go to heaven by 
| what Paul says to the Corinthians, if there were noth- 
‘ing else: *Know ye not that the unrigh(eous shall not | 


ter before they had heard it, they did not answer it at 
all. They answered something else. The arguments 
of the Universalists have as yet mostly remained un- 
touched, and are now as they become known operat- 
ing upon the minds of the community with irresistible 
power. 

That these men never heard the matter is very evi- 
dent. for in the first place they confess it. Let us in- 
quire. My Brother, you are very active in opposing 
Universalism. 

Iam. Itis avery dangerous doctrine. When I lay 
down upon my pillow at night, I never feel that I have 
done my duty, unless |! have warned some one to be- 
ware of the doctrine. 

Well, my brother, did you ever converse with the 
Universalists to ascertain precisely what they believe, 
and the very arguments which they offer in support of 
their faith. 

Bless you, why no. Don’t you remember the Bible 
says, ‘Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 
pertakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues?” | have nothing to do with those men. 

Did you ‘ever read any of the books in which this 
doctrine is stated and defended. ; 

You know I never did. Why do you ask me such 


questions. Paul says, ‘*touch not, taste not, handle 
not.” 

Did you eve attend public worship with the Us, 
versalists to hear the doctrine preached ? 

Never in my life. My conscience cannot accuse me 
of this. ‘I had rather be a door keeper in the house 
of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.” 

Reader, although this short dialogue never was 
spoken in reality, yet it will make no false impression. 
The substance of the conversation has passed between 
the writer and his opponents more than once. And it isa 
well known fact that they say they are conscientious- 
ly opposed té hearing Universiism preached, and to 
reading the booksin which it is defended, And it is 
equally as well known that the clergy have warned 
their parishoners not to hear or read lest they should 
be carried away by the delusion. Now allowing 
Universalism as it is understood by its advocates to be 
an error, are these people qualified to oppose it? or 








He imagines it to con- | bits and practices ? 
vey the intelligence of a marriage ; sends back his fe- | 
licitations and his earnest wishes that the convexion umph, for any thing they have done. For they have 
But when the answer} not understood it. 


the dress of sorrow, deeply lamenting the loss, by 
In whose but a} doctrine and called it Universalism. 
fool’s eyes would not such a man appear foolish? He | 
| all this ? 
‘from the writings of our opponents, is very little under- 





wiil they ever be while they retain their present ha- 
If this doctrine be as delusive, as 


dangerous, as unscriptural as they say it is, it will tri- 


They have fought a bug bear of 
their own imagination. Nobody stood forth in his de- 
fence ; and they have slain him. They have made a 
They have re- 
futed it abundantly, again and again. But what of 
Real, pure Universalism, if we may judge 


stood by them. Hence all their opposition has been in 
That it has bad an effect on us we will acknow- 
ledge. It has sometimes excited our pity and some- 
times ourrisibility. ‘tHe that answereih a matter be- 
fore he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him.” 

We see then that in order to answer a matter right- 
ly, we should previously bear and understand it. This 
is an indispensable prerequisite. And then there are 
some general rules by which we should be governed 
in replying to the doctrines and arguments of au oppo- 
nent. 

1. It is very foolish for a person to attempt to refute 
a doctrine by calumniating the characters of those who 
believe it. The controversialist should always reply 
with arguments. ‘Bring forth your sirong reasons, 
saith the King of Jacob.” 


vain. 





ot 





as 








“9. He should not assume a position unless it is grant- 
ed by his opponent. If the correctness of the position 
‘. doubted, let this first be the subject of examination. 
fee a controversy cannot be rendered profitable, while 

arty assumes a position which the other will not 
poset The controversy respecting the 25th chapter 
of Matthew has been protracted in consequence of this 
fault in one of the parties. It has been assumed that 
the parable with which it closes is a description of a 
judgment in another state of existence, which the most 
of Universalists are by means willing to allow. 

3, Let the argument be directed to what should be 
the particular point in dispute. People have endeav- 
ored to disprove the doctrine we believe, by she wing 
that the Bible speaks of a judgment day; that it as- 
certs there ts a hell; that the unbeliever shail be | 
that the wicked cannot enter into the king- 
But all this avails nothing. We) 
There is a judgment ; | 
| the | 


gravt. 





damned ; 
dom of heaven. 
grant it all, we believe it all. 
there is @ hell; the unbeliever must be damned ; 
wicked cannot enter info the kingdom of heaven. These 
things should not be, they are not the points in dispute, | 
The proper subjects of dispute are, whether this judg- | 
ment has any reference to the fulure stale ; whether, 
this hell is in the future state ; whether the unbeliever 
js not ‘* condemned already ;”? and whether the un- 
righteous may not be ‘washed, ‘‘sanctified,”’ and | 
“justified,” ‘tin the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the spirit of our God.” And we most humbly and 
earnestly call on our opponents to direct their argu- , 
ments so that they shal] meet the subject in this way. | 
The twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew speaks ofa judg- | 
ment and a punishment, this we all grant. But we do| 
not grant that these things are to take place in the fu- | 
ture state. Will those who oppose us then, be kind! 
enough to direct their arguments to that particular. 
point; does the parable have reference to the future 
state? 
Brethren who differ from us in religion, permit us to, 
recommend this subject to you. Before youattempt to! 
answer a matter, hear it, understand it. While you are | 
ignorant of it, how can you answer it? When you have | 
learned it, reply to the very matter; controvert that | 
which should be the subject of dispute. What good | 
will it doto prove what your opponent allows? “Bring | 
forth your strong reasons.”? It will do no good to ca-, 
lumpiate the character of your adversary. It will, 
neither refute his arguments, nor convince his mid. | 
When your labors shall conform to these recommenda- 
tions, the controversy will soon be decided ; and each | 
one of us will be more likely to shew himself ‘“tapprov- | 
ed unto God, a workman that needeth not to be! 
ashamed.” RIcHARDS. | 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


RELIGIOUS QUESTIONS. 


Messrs. Editors,—I have a question or two to put to 
our brethren of other denominations, which, in my ap- 
prehension, are calculated to lead them more thor- | 





UNIVERSALIST 


MAGAZINE. 


road is very direct, pleasant and good, but the left 
hand one very indirect, unpleasant and bad. Suppose, 
however, that after thus informing the child concern- 
ing the two roads, I tell him te take his choice of them, 
and he chooses the bad road. Now my question is, 
what right have I to call the child to an account for 
taking the bad road? Should I call the child to an 
account for making so foolish a choice, and he should 
object, saying, Father, you told mel might take my 
choice of the roads, how shall | justify myself in pro- 
ceeding? What would good men say of me if I should 
condemn my child for using the liberty | had given 
him, and should proceed to punish him for it? Now, 
brethren, I cannot see but that this case represents, 
truly, the notion that God has made mankind free- 
agents, and yet has appoiiited a day when he will call 
them to judgment, and condemn and punish those who 
have made a foolish use of their free-agency. If any 
of you can see otherwise, I should esteem it a favor to 
have you point out my error. You can do it in any of 
the Universalist papers; for they are free for the use 
of all sects of christians, to combat error, or to unfold 
truth. But I have one question more on the above 
subject. Suppose that, in the case stated, my child 
takes the good road, what imaginable pretext could I 
have for instituting a judgment upon him, unless it 
were merely to ascertain the fact? If none, why do 
you suppose that God will bring good as well as bad 
men into jodgment? . Do you suppose that God is ig- 
norant of the fact that some of his creatures have 
made a good choice, and needs an examination into the 
case to ascertain it ? 

I have several other questions in mind, which I 


| should be glad to propound to you on this subject, but, 


as you are not much in the habit of attending to such 
things when they come from this quarter, I will omit 
them ior the present. In the meau time permit me to 
invite you to examine the scriptures, and see if the 


| judgment, there spoken of, does not mean the kingdom 


and government of our Lord Jesus Christ, as it is now 
taking place by the preaching of the gospel. 

‘| saw (says John) a mighty angel fly in the midst 
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
unto them that dwelt on the earth—saying, fear God, 
and give glory to him, for the hour of his judgment is 
come.’?> Now you see that God’s judgment is come 
when the gospel is preached. Whereas, according to 
your notions, the gospel is to be preached for thousands 
of years, even until the end of the world, and the judg- 
ment is to come afterwards. 

Hoping these intimations may be beneficial to you, 
even if you make no reply to them, I subscribe, breth- 
rep, your friend— J. BRooxks. 





From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 
{Communicated from Palmyra, N. Y.] 


A NEW SCHEME, SUNDAY SCHOOLS, &c. 


The Presbyterian Society in Palmyra have “newly 
fitted up” their Sunday School Establishment. The 





oughly to examine certain positions which they have | plan they bave now adopted I think is far superior to 
taken in theology, and thus to elicit truth; but I can /auy which has yet come to my knowledge, although it 
think of no medium through which to address them | may not be original with this society. They have 
better than the Magazine, although that will probably | agen/s and feachers regularly appointed, whose office it 
reach but few of them. I know of no press, under the | js to electioneer, or in other words, to use their utmost 
control of either the orthodox or heterodox, that is free, exertions to influence youth, rich and poor, black and 


except the Universalist. 

Now for the questions which I wish to present for | 
the consideration of our christian brethren. 

It appears to be your opinion, brethren, that man- 
kind are free-agents ; and that, in consequence of 
this free-agency, they are accountable to God, and 
will hereafter be called before his bar in judgment. 

Permit me, with these ideas in view, to state you a 
case. Suppose I send a child toa neighboring village, 
to which two roads le ais, the one a good the othera 





bad ove, Suppose | te'l the child that the right hand 


| white, male and female, to attend and read and com- 


mit to memory particular passages of scripture. The 
teachers explain or interpret the passages to subserve 
their own particular creed. But the new plan which 
they have adopted is this: The youth, as soon as they 
are entrusted to the care of this school, are compelled 
to sign a paper, or make their mark, which obliges 
them to attend no other meeting than Presbyterian, 
and that every Sunday! N.S. 


The above plan is well calculated to bring the ris- 


ing generation into the visible Presbyterian church, | 











and should it be carried into effect throughout the 
United States, this body of people would soon acquire 
an overwhelming majority overall other sects, and be 
able to manage both them and the civil governinent 
as they pleased. The Presbyterians in the State of 
New York, have already assumed very high ground, 
sending numerous petitions to the Legislature, in order 
to get the state government to aid them iu their meas- 
ures, and give a sanction to their schemes. They 
have met with some repulse it is true ; but this will 
not discourage them. As if of more noble blood than 
others, and born to rule, they urge their claims with 
an assurance and fixedness of determination to be 
found in no other society in this country. . If they fail 
in one plan they resort to another, and pursue their 
course as if fully resolved not to slacken in their en- 
deavors until the citadel is gained and the sceptre of 
power passes into their hands, 

The interests of religion and the welfare of men’s 
souls is always the avowed pretence in what they do, 
while to others it is but too evident that there is less 
of this ingredient than any thing else in their plans 
and movements. It is but a short time ago that they 
presented numerous petitions to the legislature to pro- 
hibit navigation on the Erie canal on Sundays. Not 
succeeding, we now learn from an Albany paper, tbat 
one at least of the clericals in that state, has suggest- 
ed the idea of having the tolls, arising from the canal 
navigation on the Sabbath, given tothe Tract Society, 
and for the aid of missionaries to the heathen. After 
adducing many plausible reasons in suppott of his pro- 
position, he thus concludes: 

‘Only think of the beneficial results that would fow 
from this contribution ; of the many heathen souls that 
would be converted toa sense of their wretedness ; and 
of the many pious young men that could be reared in 
ministering salvation to those on whom the light of the 
gospel has never yet shone! From this money, how 
many tracts might be procured and distributed among 
the ungodly (and common schools) of our own state! 
Notwithstanding powerful efforts were made at the 
last session of the legislature, to prevent canal navi- 
gation on the Sabbath, it is trae they proved unsuc- 
cessful; but if a wise and honorable representation 
appears in our legislative halls next year who can ap- 
preciate the value of immortal souls—of Tract and 
Missionary Societies—there can be no doubt, but they 
will be liberal and patriotic enough to bestow these 
Sabbath tolls to the purposes [ have suggested. At 
least, a more powerful application and more unlimited 
exertions will be made, for the accompli-hment of this 
object, than were made the present year for the pre- 
vention of land navigation on the Sabbath.” 

It seems then if it be an unrighteous act to navigate 
the canal on Sundays, the clergy, like Balaam, love 
the wages of unrighteousness. The toll collected on 
the canal on all the days of the week would not be 
sufficient to satisfy the cravings of these men. When 
obtained they would still direct their attention to oth- 
er sources of gain. It is not, perhaps, very generally 
known that the clergy in Connecticut, some years 
back, made an attempt to obtain the fund for common 
schools in that state, amounting to nearly two millions 
of dollars, and were very near succeeding in their at- 
attempt by means of their partisans then in power. 

In commenting on this new proposition of having the 
toll obtained by the navigation of the canal on Sun- 
days, given into the hands of the clergy, the writer 
who announces it, remarks: 

“If the clergymen of our state commence their reign 
in this way—enrich themselves by ANY means—we 
shall have much to fear. Hitherto, they have been 
eminently successful in all their attempts; what are 
their prospects for the future time alone must deve- 
lope. But this project of procuring a portion of canal 
tolls, for the purpose of publishing tracts, of supporting 
a set of * pious, indigent [and insolent] young men,? 
and of enriching a certain class of preachers, would 
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be an excellent one, if there were any chance of its 
soccess. It is atruth too palpable, and one which | 
fear will be discovered too late, that clergymen 
have become men of the most influence in society: 
this same influence, baleful as it is, has been expe 
rienced every where, and borne with a meek and jas- 
sive sufflerauce ; and when it progresses so rapidly as 
to dictate to great men in high places, it is time to keep 
a watchful eye over their conduct.” 

It is indeed time for the people in the state of New- 
York to look into matters, and see whether they are to 
be enthralled in the chains and fetters of priestcraft.- 
They certainly will be unless they open their eyes to 
a sense of their danger, and put their shoulders to the 
wheels which are rolling on the clerical car, and tarn 
it backward. If any thing is dove, too, it must be done 
soon, as “onward” is the watchword throughout their 
ranks. And although they have been a little frustrat- 
ed in not having the secretary of state at their right 
hand in introducing tracts into common schools, yet 
they have succeeeed in establishing a ‘National Tract 
Society,” and obtaining 20,000 dollars to erect a build- 
ing to carry on its operations. They undoubtedly ex- 
pect to accomplish, in the end, all their plans, and 
Jaugh their oppo-erstoscorn. Time must show wheth- 
er their anticipations will be realized or not. 





[From the Albany Microscope. } 


Among the many attempts of the ‘tchosen” clergy 
to promote their own views, their efforts to prevent 
“travelling on the canals on Sunday” are not the least 
conspicuous. It appears that, for this purpose, there 
were no less than thir/y-three petitions presented to the 
last legislature, exclusive of those from ‘“‘the state at 
large.” ‘These numerous petitions were from remotest 
parts of the state, and plainly evince the co-operative 
and energetic system that exists in the arrangement: f 
the ministry, to effect any difficult and daring enter- 
prize. That there is a secret combination existing be- 
tween them—a secret and unprincipled mode of car- 
rying their plans into execution, as dangerous to the 
welfare of society as it is disgraceful to themselves, no 
one, of the most superficial observation, will now be 
disposed to deny. ‘These various petitions, coming as 
they did from different parts of the state—some, from 
counties at a distance of 50 miles or more from the ca- 
pals, are a striking illustration of the ascendency 
which they are striving to acquire over the people.— 
. And the better to disguise their designs, they prevailed 
on many of their church-men and the more bigoted 
and dependent votaries, to sign and send these peti- 
tions to the legislature ; virtually making them {ools 
to promote their own great interests. No preachers 
have a right to intermeddle with the affairs of govern- 
ment; and when we see them, sly and cuoning, form- 
ing a combination te effect objects important only to 
themselves, but unwholesome to the interests of the 
stale, it is the duty of every man who is a friend to 
his country, lo expose them to the world ** naked and 
disgraced.” 

Let every man put the question to himself—Was it 
for the weltare of the state, or was it for some selfish 
object, that the clergy caused these petitions to be 
presented to the legislature? Let him answer it with 
honor and candor, and there can be no doubt but the 
latter result will be produced. 

If, however, they had succeeded in their request, it 
would have been an opening for other schemes more 
difficult and daring: indeed, it was intended only as 
the prelude to the attainment of greater and nobler 
objects, 

The powerful efforts of the clergy to bring men and 
things under their immediate influence and control, 
have been very generally and severely felt—yet no 
complaints have been uttered: no one has had tbe 
dariug to expose the conduct of a body of men so pow- 
erful and so respected. But when their encroach- 





ments «pon the public rights and tranquility become 
oppressive, and their measures are calculated to in- 
jure the general interests and harmony of society, it is 
hoped every man will have spirit and independence 
enough to rise in his might, and trample under foot 
the most dangerous men that infest community. It 
will be perceived there was something more in view 
than the mere prevention of canal navigation on Sun- 
day; and that, if that prayer had succeeded, there | 
was something to follow more than ‘‘meets the eye” of | 
every one. That this hamble prayer of the proud and | 
selfish clergy, through their instruments, did not suc- 
ceed, every honest heart will be rejoiced as he loves 
his country: that they will not succeed in any project 
still more dangerous, every man of humane feeling 
will **ever pray.”” 








FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
THE DOCTRINE OF RETRIBUTION. 
“Who will render to every man according to his deeds.”” 

; Rom. ii. 6. 
Respecting this subject there seem to exist some 
very unaccountable peculiarities in the opinion of re- 
ligious people. All denominations of christians pro, 
fess to believe the apostle’s declaration on the subject. 
Even the Universalists think they are of the apostle’s 
opinion, though they are accused by all their opposers, 


of every creed, of denying this divine testimony di- 
rectly. 


It must be acknowledged by every one who is at all 
acquainted with the scriptures, that they are no where | 
clearer on any one subject than is their general testi- 
mony on this. But is it a fact that religious people, 
generally, believe this plain, scripture doctrine? Is it 
a fact that the opposers of Universalism, who accuse 
the Universalists of denying this doctrine of retribution, 
do indeed believe it themselves? For myself I am 
fully satisfied that they donot. And I will here state 
certain things which they profess to believe, which 
fully deny the apostle’s testimony. They profess to} 
believe, and they are engaged in defending it as a 
fundamental doctrine of christianit*, that sin is infi- 
nite and deserves infinite punishment ; and they also 
as fully believe and as zealously contend that they | 
themselves and all the rest of mankind ‘“‘have sinned } 
and come short of the glory of God ;” and yet they do | 
not believe that they are to endure this infinite pun- | 
isbment. ‘Ihey profess to believe that mavy of the 
human family will endure it to all eternity, but they 
do not even pretend to believe that they are thus to 
suffer. The text says; ‘‘Who will render to every 
man according to his deeds.” It gives no intimation 
that a wicked man, who amopg other abominations, 
accuses the Universalists of denying the apostle’s doc- 
trine of retribution, shall not receive according to his 
deeds! These religious professors openly, boldly, and 
fearlessly present themselves before their Maker, and 
tell Him to his face, that they have so vilely trans- 
gressed his commands, that, according to strict justice, 
they deserve to be consigned to endless woe ; and then, 
with about the same countenance and in the same 
monotonous voice, they close the dull performance of 
addressing the Supreme Being, by formally thanking 
him for His favor, which on the one hand remits the 
punishment which is according to their deeds, and on 
the other, without the consideration of the least 
merit, grants them a state of never-ending, unspeaka- 
ble felicity ! 

If the reader should inguire of the writer of this, 
what sort of retribution he thinks such stupid hypo- 
crisy as is above described deserves, he would answer ; 
nothing very honorable; but such as is mostly dread- 
ed, hese inconsistent pretenders entertain no fears 
concelping what they acknowledge they deserve in 
the eternal world, but what they mostly fear is, that 
the gause, under which they endeavor to hide, will be- 
come so rent as to subject them to the contempt they 
merit, H. B. 
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From the Boston Anthology. 
THE LORD'S PRAYER. 


O Thou, enthron’d in worlds above 
Our Father, and our Friend, 

Lo, at the footstool of thy love 
Thy children humbly bend. 


All rev’rence to thy name be giv’n, 
Thy kingdom wide displayed ; 
And, as thy will is done in heav’n, 

Be it on earth obeyed. 


Our table may thy bounty spread, 
From thine exhaustless store, 
From day to day with daily bread, 

Nor would we ask for more, 


That pardon, we to others give, 
Do thou to us extend; 

From all temptation, O, relieve, 
From ev'ry ill defend. 


And now to Thee belong, Most High, 
The kingdom, glory, power, 

Through the broad earth and spacious sky, 
Till they shall be no more. 





ANECDOTE, 


Two persons met at the house of a Friend, and spent 
several long hours in telling over their conviction, con- 
version, religous discoveries and exploits ; both of them 
frequently asserting their marvellous change from na- 
ture to grace. At length, having mostly exhausted 
their fund of intelligence, one of them began to sigh, 
and groan, and disfigure his face,—complaininz bitter- 
ly about his hard and deceitful heart, which he said 
was desperately wicked. The other, being more sio- 
cere, or supposing there was no necessity for such pious 
apologies at that time,expressed bis serious doubts of the 
correctness of such language. Butthe Deacon would 
not give way in the least ; he insisted that he was ac- 
tually as bad as he had described himself to be. And 
just as the other professer was about to reason him out 
of his humiliating confession, the Quaker interrupted 
him—** Friend, thou wouldst do well, first to make 
thyself acquainted with this Deacon's character among 
his neighbours; by which thou wouldst be convinced 
that he had at least once toid thee fhe truth. 

Christian Telescope 








MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


Mr. John Sampson, of Lisdon, Me. to Miss Penelope 
Pelham. Mr. Samuel Hewes Hunneman to Miss Fliz- 
abetb, eldest daughter of John Champney, Fsq. all of 
Roxbury. 

Mr. Geo. Putman, formerly of Troy, N. Y. to Miss 
Jane Clark, of Boston. 


_— 


DIED IN THIS CITY, 


Mrs. Margaret Allen, aged 35. Mrs. Margaret Lea- 
ry, aged 37. Mrs. Plizabeth Cades, aged 56. Capt. 
Elkanah Saunders, aged 47. 


——- 
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Cash received on account of the Universalist Magazine. 


Mr. J. Sawyer, Bolton, Mss. $i 
N,. Clark, Griswold, Con. l 


A. Lovell, Mansfield, Mass. 3 
J. Storer, Esq. Kennebunk, Me. 2 
Mr. C. Todd, Mayville, N. Y. 4 
B. Peck, Providence, R. L. 2 50 
J. Dudley, Dorchester, Mss. 2 
A. Shelden, Salem, Mss. 2 


J. Moody, do. 

W. Sumner, Dorchester, Mss. 

H. J. Turner, Cohassett, Mss. 

E, Collar, West-Boylston, Mss. 
Capt. J. Hay, Stoneham, Mss, 
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